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Overview 

This is an individually written research-driven essay that takes a position and defends that position. It is driven by a 

student-created essential question and is primarily argumentative in mode; it contains narrative and expository 

elements, however, and can be structured and developed according to the writer's choices. The writing process is 

inquiry-based, which means that the writer is responsible for identifying and solving problems as they arise. To aid 

in this process, there will be time for conferencing and collaboration throughout. Various essays will be used as 

models for elements of the essay, but the primary model is Jerry Jesness' "Why Johnny Can't Fail." 

The content score for this essay will be holistic and out of 100 points. Rubric-driven feedback will be available 

through conferences after scores are issued. There will also be small submission scores, as well as scores for 

metacognitive and reflective work done at the end of the writing process. An MLA-formatted works cited page will 

be included as necessary, and a bibliography, if different from the works cited, will also be included. Hyperlinks and 

embedded media should be incorporated as necessary. 

The following steps are best completed in order. For all steps, write in Google Drive. 

Step #1: Raw Writing 

Identify a problem in one of the following systems: 

• Education (e.g., primary, secondary, post-secondary) 

• Pop Culture (e.g., video game industry, television industry) 

• Government (e.g., federal laws, civic responsibilities) 

• Contemporary Society (e.g., texting and communication, selfishness) 

Spend 30-45 minutes writing a response in which you describe the problem and suggest a solution. Treat this as an 

essay; use complete sentences, paragraphs, and so on. It is also, however, a draft. The most important element is 

quantity—getting enough on the page to work with as part of the next step. 

Before moving on, separate and classify your raw writing. Look for anecdotes, evidence, logical appeals, descriptive 

language, and so on. You probably have something—some element—that can be moved directly into the final draft 

of this essay. 

Step #2: Asking an Essential Question 

This is a short step to outline, but it is the most important step for the overall essay. You must generate an essential 

question. This question will guide your research, writing, and revision work; it will also serve as the catalyst for any 

and all discussions you have as part of group work. 

To generate a question, read the guide to essential questions. Then ask yourself if your raw writing suggests an 

essential question of some kind. If it doesn’t, you’ll need to use the guide to direct your interests and initial thinking 

toward the right kind of question. You’ll conference with your teacher during this step, too; you cannot move on 

until your question has been refined and approved. 

Step #3: Emulation through Analysis 

Your model for this essay is Jerry Jesness' "Why Johnny Can't Fail." Read it carefully and break down his argument 

and the strategies he uses to support it. Work together and with your teacher to do this. 

The elements below mirror Jesness and are required in your essay. You are strongly encouraged to follow his essay's 

structure—the actual order of these sections—although you are permitted to use any structure. Each of the required 

sections is detailed in a later step.  

• An introductory section that addresses the essential question and establishes author credibility primarily 

through appeals to ethos 

• A narrative section that uses anecdotes and personal observation to support a claim of fact—that a problem 

exists; this section will primarily use appeals to pathos and ethos 
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• A section presenting an argument of value—that the problem is bad, essentially, and deserves our attention; 

this section will use appeals to pathos, logos, and ethos 

• One extended analogy that illustrates an important idea in the essay 

• A section presenting a claim of policy—offering a solution to the problem; this section will use empirical 

data and appeals primarily to ethos and logos 

• A conclusion tailored to the specific response 

Step #4A: Planning and Research 

Start a work-in-progress SOAPSTONE outline to help you focus your writing. The detailed guide to each section of 

the essay will make reference to these elements. You may also wish to use the DAMAGES rubric to help focus your 

planning and research. In general, you are looking for data to support your thesis. You want different kinds of data: 

• Empirical or scientific (e.g., statistics and research-based studies) 

• Anecdotal or informal (primarily taken from your own experiences) 

• Expert opinion or argument (either empirically based or anecdotal) 

You need a mechanism to track and revisit every source you find. Track the URL, titles, authors, and so on in a 

Google Drive document. Take notes on what you see in each source, including how it might fit into the outline of the 

essay given to you in this guide. 

You must also use insure that your sources are credible or valid. As you begin writing the different sections, you will 

make decisions about which sources help convince your reader of your position. Refer to your notes from our in-

class and media specialist lectures to help you here; you should also work together, share resources, and conference 

with your teacher as necessary. 

Step #4B: Rhetoric and Style 

Rhetoric is, quite simply, the art of effective speaking or writing. Your rhetorical strategies in this essay must include 

1. appeals to pathos, or emotion;  

2. appeals to logos, or logic; 

3. appeals to ethos, or character and credibility; 

4. an extended analogy; 

5. a mixture of anecdotal evidence and empirical research; and 

6. careful diction, or word choice, that conveys significant meaning. 

You may also want to visit sites like Silva Rhetoricae, the Forest of Rhetoric, to see if there are other techniques you 

wish to experiment with. You will earn bonus style points for effectively using and identifying any rhetorical 

strategies from that site. You will be able to highlight and explain them during the metacognitive portion of the 

assignment. 

Step #5: ¶ing the Response 

That symbol (¶), called the pilcrow, refers to individual paragraphs and to entire sections of writing. The DAMAGES 

guide covers this distinction in detail; for this essay, you must know that the ¶s or sections are divided up primarily 

by mode of discourse (narrative, expository, or argumentative) or type of claim (fact, value, or policy). These ¶s or 

sections can be moved around and mixed together, but you may be most comfortable following the outline below. 

As you read the outline, keep in mind the key to setting up ¶s or sections: Everything you use to support your 

claims—and your claims themselves—must relate to your thesis. That thesis can be explicit—written out in its own 

sentence or sentences—or implicit, which means it does not appear explicitly in the essay at all. Regardless, you 

must be able to state your thesis during the metacognitive portion of the writing process. 

The ¶s or sections for this response are broken up below. 
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¶ Approach | Provides an overview of the essay and hits all elements of SOAPSTONE briefly 

• Often relies on appeals to ethos, including descriptions of the speaker of the essay 

• Can give the most important facts about the subject—an overview and bit of background information 

• Can provide the general and/or immediate occasion for the piece 

• Can address the audience directly and summarize the essay's purpose 

• Can imply or explicitly address the essential question 

 

¶ Narrative | Used to establish the occasion for the piece and support an initial claim of fact 

• Appeals primarily to the speaker's authority and credibility 

• Tells a story about the problem at the center of the essay through the speaker's experiences 

• Covers multiple small anecdotes or focuses on one larger story 

• Extends and establishes the occasion of the piece 

• Can appeal also to emotion through carefully chosen imagery or diction 

 

¶ Claim(s) of Value | Part of the proof: the problem is severe enough to warrant a solution 

• Offers support for the claim that the problem is dangerous, damaging, or otherwise important 

• Emphasizes soft data and more anecdotal evidence 

• Can use some scientific or empirical data to suggest damage, however 

• Emphasizes emotional appeals, including carefully chosen imagery or diction 

• Can also emphasize the speaker's trustworthiness and character 

• You might define terms to your advantage in this section 

• You might also offer logic or reasoning, including the required extended analogy 

• You might also cite experts as an appeal to authority 

• All evidence must be blended into your own writing and cited appropriately 

 

¶ Claim(s) of Policy | Part of the proof: a solution to the problem 

• Future-tense, solution-oriented argument 

• Offers a solution and support to back it up 

• Emphasizes empirical and hard data 

• Emphasizes logical appeals 

• Can also use some emotional manipulation, but should avoid it 

• Can also emphasize the speaker's trustworthiness and character 

• You might continue to define terms to your advantage in this section 

• You might also continue to offer logic or reasoning, including the required extended analogy 

• You might also continue to cite experts as an appeal to authority 

• All evidence must be blended into your own writing and cited appropriately 

 

¶ Refutation | Addresses, deconstructs, and defeats the opposing side 

• Must be included if there is a strong counterargument to your claim of policy 

• Should present and refute that counterargument 

• Can predict the response of the audience and address it 
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• Can rely on previously established opposing claims 

• Uses the same strategies used in defending your thesis: appeals to logic, emotion, and character; carefully 

selected examples; and so on 

 

¶ Conclusion | Concluding section of the essay 

• Can end with an appeal to ethos—focusing on the speaker's authority or credibility 

• Can write the thesis out explicitly 

• Can appeal to the audience's emotions and willingness to act 

• Can summarize main ideas 

 

Step #6: Metacognition  | Thinking about your choices as a writer and researcher 

Complete these steps as you go, if possible. When you submit your writing, you will be asked to complete them all in 

a separate document or on a separate sheet of paper. Start by counting each paragraph and section. Label them 

sequentially. You must refer to specific paragraphs whenever possible in answering the following: 

1. What is the thesis? Write it as a sentence or set of sentences. 

2. If the thesis is explicit, where is it? 

3. Where is the empirical evidence? How did you choose this evidence, and how does it work here? 

4. Where is the anecdotal evidence? How did you choose this evidence, and how does it work here? 

5. Where is the claim of fact? How is it structured?  

6. How did you choose details for your narrative section? 

7. Where is the claim of value? How does your language support the claim? 

8. How does the evidence support the claim of value? 

9. Where is the claim of policy? Where is there persuasive language that supports that policy? 

10. How does the evidence support the claim of policy? 

11. Where are the appeals to ethos? 

12. When you appeal to experts or authorities, how are they cited and incorporated? 

13. Where are the appeals to pathos? What emotions are being targeted? 

14. How and why did you choose to manipulate those emotions? 

15. Where are the appeals to logos? 

16. How did you choose what logical strategies to use? 

17. Where is the extended analogy? How does it work, and what insight does it provide? 

18. How did you choose your ending and conclusion? 

19. What choices did you make in overall structure, especially in moving around elements? 

20. If you chose to experiment with any non-required rhetorical strategies, identify and explicate them. 

As you answer these questions, take the time to correct and revise the essay itself. Any problems or errors that are 

identified through metacognition should be addressed. 

Step #7: Reflection | Looking back on several weeks of work 

After readying your essay, write a full, informal essay in which you reflect on the writing process in its entirety. 

Include your understanding of the assignment, your use of resources, your collaboration with others, and so on. 

Step #8: Submission | Organizing and collating all writing 

You must follow the protocol that has been in place all year, including digital submissions and sharing all Google 

Drive documents. Attach the reflection, metacognition, works cited, and bibliography to the printed essay. 

Note that late penalties will affect submission scores only; your content score will only change if you are more than 

five days late, at which point it will become a zero. 


